AN OPEN LETTER TO
MADRONA COMMUNITY MEMBERS
FROM
ALAN D. CLAREY
Oct 16, 2023

This is a second communication in an on going informational process to the community
membership...hopefully you were able to access and review the first document which was an alternate
plan proposal to the DNR/Herrera conversion of the Strawberry Bay fresh water marsh...it was
forwarded to all of you...thank you for all the positive responses.

Attached you will find the DNR/Herrera drawings for the unnecessary conversion of the Strawberry
Bay fresh water wetlands to a salt water wetlands. The purpose of this communication is to further
inform the community of the proposed DNR/Herrera Group conversion of the shared wetlands so that
the members are better informed before any anticipated meetings with the DNR/Herrera Group.

First of all I would like to recommend to the directors and community that an additional community
member be added to the sub committee recommended by Bob Moe that will work with the
DNR/Herrera Group in the determination of whether or not the fresh water wetlands will be converted.

I have been in contact with Gregory Ruggerone, PHD...a long time community member and he is
willing to offer his expertise to the conversation with the DNR/Herrera Group regarding the proposed
wetland conversion...his expertise is ideal for the community to have on the sub committee.

» Scientist, President of Natural Resources Consultants 35 years experience in the Pacific
Northwest and Alaska working with stakeholders and partners investigating salmon recovery,
carrying capacity of watersheds the ocean support to salmon runs and sizes as well as habitat
restoration and much more...he is well qualified to represent the community on the sub
committee and look forward to his appointment.

These individuals Helen Berry, Mike Cannon, Charlotte Clarey Miller, Jay Roberts, Geoff Almvig, and
now hopefully Gregory Ruggerone that are on the sub committee will represent themselves as
individual community members and also have a responsibility to report there findings to the
community...probably at an at large community meeting called by the president of the community for
that purpose so that all members have an equal opportunity to the information and discussion. I agree
with Bob Moe that each community member needs to educate themselves and should be prepared to
assert their individual opinions and thoughts at such a meeting...this type of meeting was held
repeatedly when the community was working the “Water System” issues 20 plus years ago and was
successful in guiding the Board of Directors to a community based decision as it will assuredly affect
all community members.

These types of decisions are made by the Board of Directors at the direction of the majority of the
community membership (why else would the Board of Directors exist) and their decision should be
put into effect by the president or acting president of the community...not the other way around.



Now to the matter at hand...regardless of your personal expertise please look at each of the attached 9
drawings as they represent the proposed conversion by the DNR that will affect the future of the
community...it is best that you review them on a larger computer screen as they are detailed and the
larger visual would be a better for the viewing process.

In a brief description it appears that the berm will be opened up approximately 32.9 feet wide x 10.0
feet deep and channel will be excavated across the marsh at varying depths to the tree line on the far
side of the marsh allowing penetration of saltwater throughout the year...particularly egregious when
high tides are present, even more so with King tides and wind...salt water will be allowed to intrude
into the marsh and effectively changing the ecology of the current marsh land...there appears to be no
mention as to how Madrona Community will be protected from this continuous saltwater intrusion.

Not all of the problems that the community may face were listed in the previous Alternate Plan
document you received on September 29'...you may come up with additional situations that need to be
addressed after reviewing the drawings...they are technical in nature and anything that you may not
understand should be addressed to the subcommittee for clarification or questioned at any future
meetings either community or with the DNR. Many of the questions and concerns were listed in the
previous document distributed to the community at large including to the DNR.

You can review the previous documents at strawberrybay.org...listed under Alternative Proposal by
Alan Clarey (Sept 2023)...this document as well as any that follow will be up loaded to the website also
for complete review at any time by anyone.

Additionally I would encourage you to post your thoughts either positive or negative to our website it is
extremely user friendly and the more information that is available to the outside viewer will make for a
better outcome.

Respectfully,
Alan D. Clarey
(425) 350-8859

alanclarey45@gmail.com

Attachments 9
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